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CBI TO MOVE SC OVER JUDICIAL CUSTODY OF
DHARMANA UNDER PC ACT | 3

MAKE COMPASSION YOUR
PASSION ON JUNE 28
Here’s your chance to show compassion towards those who need it
most. And the easiest way is to begin at home — with your maid, cook,
driver and others. We’ve tied up with several institutions across India
so that you can help those who work for you to access critical services
OPEN A BANK ACCOUNT

GET AN INSURANCE POLICY

State Bank of India | Contact
your nearest SBI branch. KYC
as per extant rules will
be applicable.

LIC | Jeevan Mangal Policy,
a Term Assurance Policy,
provides for assured sums
ranging from minimum
10,000 to maximum
50,000.
For more details: Log on to www.licindia.in
NIC | Gramin Suraksha Micro Insurance Policy
at a premium of 146. Janata Personal
Accident Insurance Policy: premium 60 only
for sum insured 100,000.
Insurance can be bought online at www.
nationalinsuranceindia.com.
L&T | my:jeevika Personal Accident Micro
Insurance Policy. Sum insured of 50,000 in the
case of an accidental death for a premium of
51 per annum.
For more details on micro insurance products,
log on to www.ltinsurance.com. Or call tollfree No. 1800 209 2020 or SMS ‘MICRO’
to 5607058

Allahabad Bank | Open a
zero balance Saral account
at any Allahabad Bank branch with just 1
document—the Adhaar card. In the absence of
Adhaar, you can submit photo identification
and address proof. Forms available online. For
more details, log on to www.allahabadbank.in

GET A HEALTH CHECKUP
Vasan Eye Care | Subsidised
eye consultation rate of only
50, plus special discount on
certain surgeries. For list of
centres, log on to www.
vasaneye.in. Those unable to
get consultation done on
June 28 can get a letter issued for the same
amount ( 50) which can be used within 3
months. This will also entitle them to discount
on surgeries.
Fortis Healthcare | Health checkup package at
a special rate of 500, which includes CBC/
blood test, urine routine, stool routine, vital,
TB check (Acid Fast Bacilli Smear). Online
appointment form, contact number and centre
details available on http://www.
fortishealthcare.com/india.
Note: Prior appointment mandatory
for checkups

For more details on Compassion Day,
visit www.ileadindia.com
Follow us on twitter.com/ ILeadIndia2013
Join us on facebook.com/ILeadIndia2013

BEL to study
feasibility of
pelican
signals in city

PROPOSAL FOR T DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL WILL GO
AGAINST THE CONGRESS, SAYS DS | 4

Hive off Hyderabad
for higher gains
Karuna Gopal

imbo and suspended

L animation are perhaps

not the words one would
associate with Hyderabad. A vibrant city once, it
is but ‘frozen in time’ today - As the thawing rights
are in the giant grip of a
few, citizens are carrying
on with their lives like androids in a science fiction.
While the protagonists of a
separate
state
claim that Hyderabad had been
nurtured in Telangana’s womb,
those from Seemandhra maintain that it is in
fact their sperm that infused life into it. Even as
the voice of logic is lost in
the din of emotions, the
‘State of our State’ discussions have penetrated
boardrooms and bedrooms alike.
Arguments can go on
till such time a genetic
profiling of the city is not
done - But the question is
how long can we suffer a
dysfunctional city? Especially given it’s potential.
Last week’s data from
the National Sample Survey (NSSO) indicates a
“sectoral shift” in the Indian economy. The shift is
away from agriculture towards manufacturing and

CAR FALL

Ramoorthy P

People try to lift a car that fell into a trench dug up for laying underground cables on Necklace Road on
Tuesday. The driver crashed through the barricades and fell into the trench

Send your last ‘taars’ by July 15
Ananya Banerjee

TNN

Hyderabad: For those who have never sent
or received a telegram and planned to post
one later, the time is running out fast. The
curtains will come down on the 160-year-old
telegraph services, with the Bharat Sanchar
Nigam Limited (BSNL) announcing its closure a few weeks ago. The last day to send out
telegrams (taars) is July 15.
The fall in revenue from the telegraph services over the years has eventually led to its
absolute shutdown.
“Like in other cities, in Hyderabad too the
usage of the telegraph has declined drastically over the past few years. The service was
being used quite frequently even till a decade
ago,” said M Seshachalam, additional general manager of telegraph services at BSNL,
AP Circle. “Lately, it was being observed that
telegrams were being sent mostly for legal
purposes and for invitations for social events
such as weddings,” he added.
After being under the umbrella of the
postal services since the 1850s, telegraph services were merged with the telecommunication department around two decades ago and
some officials believe that is when telegram
started losing to new-age technology. A telegram message is charged by the number of
words it contains which is fixed at Rs 27 for
every 50 words.
Once considered the most popular mode
of long distance communication, the telegram and the telegraph machine will soon

A THING OF THE PAST

become historical artifacts to be preserved
for future generations to see as curios. “The
archival value of the service will definitely
increase now. It was one of the first means of
communication and will have a special place
in the conservation of India’s history,” said
eminent historian Narendra Luther.
However, the youngsters in the city are
largely of the view that phasing out of the telegraph was a natural step. “It is an obsolete
means of communication. With mobile
phones and the internet, there is no use of the
telegraph,” said 25-year-old finance professional Neha Paul.
But some fondly reminisce of the days before the mobile phone and the World Wide
Web, when the taar was one of the few modes
of communication available. “The telegram
is not as fast as today’s means of communication but no one can deny the feeling of
warmth you get when receiving a telegram
holding good news,” said K L K Shastry, 79, a
retired postmaster.

HMDA yet to complete PVNR ramp work
TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Hyderabad: Eight years after
the PV Narasimha Rao Elevated Expressway work started
and four years after it was
opened for traffic, the Hyderabad Metropolitan Development Authority (HMDA) is
still struggling to complete its
ramps.
Land acquisition for a
down ramp at Laxminagar has
come to a halt with the Greater
Hyderabad Municipal Corporation (GHMC) and HMDA
disowning the responsibility.
GHMC officials claim the land

HALTED

acquisition work was handed
over to HMDA, while the metropolitan authorities state it
was the responsibility of the
corporation to complete land
acquisition at Laxminagar, especially from the Union ministry of defence, and hand it over

to the authority for completing
the ramp.
“HMDA will complete the
ramp after getting the land,
which was being done by the
Land Acquisition Wing of
GHMC,” HMDA chief engineer V Madhwaraja said. However, GHMC authorities said
the responsibility of acquiring land was handed over to
HMDA Land Acquisition
Wing (LAW).
“Initially, GHMC used to
look into the issue of land acquisition. A few months ago, it
was decided during a review
meeting that the HMDA LAW

would take care of the necessary procedures,” GHMC land
acquisition officer N Suryakala told TOI.
Of the six ramps proposed
at Laxminagar, Upparpally
and Aramghar, the HMDA had
completed four ramps, up
ramp at Laxminagar, up and
down ramps at Upperpally and
up ramp at Aramghar. Two
down ramps_one at Aramghar, being provided before
the expressway ends for those
who want to go towards Chandrayangutta and Vijayawada,
and another at Laxminagar_
have to be completed.

From P1

have been thrust areas under JNNURM too.
As shuttle negotiations with the state will
not be necessary, infrastructure can be built faster transforming the entire region.
Given the huge presence of data scientists
and other intellectual assets, Hyderabad can be
carved as the “Data Science hub of India” or a
manufacturing and services hub on the lines of
Taichung City. Taichung
in Taiwan is a manufacturing, service, logistics
and transportation hub
for not only central Taiwan but the surrounding
Greater China region.
Hyderabad’s prosperity will create ripple effect in the entire region of
Andhra Pradesh and beyond.
The world has lost
many a city in the past the legendary Troy of
Turkey or the Port Royal
of Caribbean have indeed
been victims of natural
disasters and social upheaval. We cannot afford
to have Hyderabad joining the league of “lost cities” surely.
(The author is president, Foundation for Futuristic Cities, and also
serves the international
jury for Smart City
Awards, ICF, New York)

Hyderabad: They said the
plan would be to bring about development of the whole region
by
introducing
improved
transport system, building infrastructure and bettering environment.
“For Hyderabad, we can
think in terms of a Hyderabad
Capital region (HCR) which
can begin with the existing
HMDA area of about 7,100 sq
km,” said Kiran.
TOI readers said, how for
centuries, people from all over
have lived in Hyderabad and
helped it grow into a bustling
city, the 5th largest in India in
terms of size, population and
development.
Turning Hyderabad into a
local metropolitan government under the state could be
the logical answer to all problems, wrote several readers.
“The prudent solution before the government could be to
propose independent governance for Hyderabad’s twin cities,” said G Bavaji Naidu, a retired engineer.
Now, efforts should be made
to build better roads, parks,
public amenities, which are all
symbols of a beautiful city. Efforts should be made to save the
city and not let political parties
destroy it.
PRK Reddy, a reader, said
city planners “need to create
green fields, manage water
bodies properly and maintain
them as it was being done during the Nizam era.”
Readers said giving a spe-

cial status could be one option
towards rebuilding and safeguarding the city, but making it
a union territory will not be a
permanent solution in the long
run.
Some readers thought
bringing in new industries
could help the city grow towards becoming a megapolis.
“Now it’s time to call the
city as biotech hub as many
biotech companies are setting
shops in and around Hyderabad. We need Hyderabad to be
listed among the top cities on
the world map,” added Ajay Kumar.
Many residents said how
the city also needs visionaries
to emulate other bigger megapolis.
“For structured growth we
need visionaries. Hyderabad
needs such visionaries to root
out the corrupt officials,” said
Ch Narasimha Rao.
“Megapolis may mean
many things, including Independent administration. But
no matter how the things in future will be, it is the people who
matter most,” said another
reader NC Sekhar.
Kashinath Gowlikar, a
reader, says whatever be the decision, it must be wise. “I hope
they keep in mind the genuine
concerns of Hyderabadis,” he
added.
How can Hyderabad be
developed as a megapolis?
What sort of administrative
structure would such a
megapolis have? Write in to:
brandhyderabad@gmail.com

Single mothers fight all
odds to lead a life of dignity
Ananya Banerjee

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Hyderabad: The Greater
Hyderabad Municipal Corporation (GHMC) has asked
the Bharat Electronics Limited (BEL) to conduct a feasibility study on pelican signals from Sarojini Devi Eye
Hospital at Mehdipatnam to
HICC at Madhapur with the
help of traffic police.
They were also asked to
give a presentation on pedestrian pelican on Road No. 1,
Banjara Hills near Care Hospital in a couple of weeks.
GHMC commissioner MT
Krishna Babu on Tuesday
held a coordination meeting
with traffic police, Central
Power Distribution Company Limited (CPDCL) and other departments on the HTRIMS project (Hyderabad
Traffic Integrated Management System) being implemented in the city.
Krishna Babu said 50% of
the works have been completed and the project was in
testing phase. So far, 221
junctions have been identified for improvement.
Chief general manager
of APCPDCL was directed to
provide individual meters to
at least 100 junctions immediately. He also asked BEL to
complete re-carpeting works
soon after completion of
their work.
Since big advertising
boards on existing traffic
posts were distracting public from the traffic signals,
he directed the GHMC officials to remove the boards on
signal poles and relocate
them.
The GHMC commissioner asked the authorities to
come up with a standard design for signals without any
advertisement.
While discussing the issue of informative signages,
Administrative Staff College of India representatives
suggested that signages be
written in both Telugu and
Urdu apart from English.

services reaffirming the
fact that cities are indeed
the economic engines of
growth and major contributors to national GDP.
In the context of such a
shift, a special administrative zone for Hyderabad will catapult the state
into renewed glory.
Here’s a snapshot.
Hyderabad can be
carved into a bustling
metropolitan
city with a thriving economy; it
can very well be
the next Singapore or a Hong
Kong.
A
reconfigured administrative set up
and a vision to capitalize
on the capital and intellectual assets, tech and
business incubators, skill
development and digital
inclusion can transform
the area.
Creating an Economic
Development
Agency,
Professional City Managers and Crowd Sourced
City Planning protocol
will do wonders to Hyderabad.
Financial and administrative autonomy along
with a Metropolitan Planning Committees (MPC)
envisaged under the constitution (through constitutional amendment act)
can become a reality. They

‘Efforts should be
made to beautify city’

TNN

Hyderabad: It has been
barely nine months since Saraswati Pawar, 28, lost her
husband to a heart attack
and already the hassles of a
widowed life are beginning
to daunt her as she supports
her seven-year-old daughter.
“My in-laws will not let
me stay with them and my
parents are no more. I am
learning to cope with life on
my own in Amberpet and also look after my daughter,”
rued Saraswati, who is
among several working single moms, fighting against
odds to raise their children.
City NGOs and counsellors say that Hyderabad is
seeing an increasing number of single mothers in the
city, who like Saraswati, are
fighting through a hostile
system and trying to grapple
with hurdles every day and
seeking both emotional and
financial help from them.
With the city lacking a
solid support group for
them, single mothers are invariably found seeking help

With the city lacking
a solid support group
for single mothers,
these women are invariably found seeking help from NGOs in
contrast to UK where
they are entitled to a
range of benefits
from NGOs dealing with
women’s issues.
In contrast to the single
mother in the United Kingdom who is entitled to a
range of benefits such as
loans, grants and employment support from the government, the Indian single
mother is left in the lurch to
fend for herself and her
child.
Another common issue
is of name discrepancy in
cases where women continue to retain their marital
surname. Neha Manoj was
given a tough time by officials at the passport office
who insisted that her docu-

ments must have her maiden surname since she was divorced.
“I was told that the procedure will be processed only
after my documents showed
my maiden surname. But
then my son’s and my surnames were different, which
created another set of issues,” she said.
The taboo associated
with a divorcee parent continues to exist. Ranjeetha S,
35, found it difficult to hint to
her son’s teachers why his
father was not present during school meetings at a time
when the couple was going
through a separation. “I was

already struggling to cope
with things. On top of that,
teachers expected both parents to sign on forms, books
and be present at parentteacher meetings,” she said.
“Often, women consider
giving up their children
fearing that they will not be
able to provide for them.
However, after counselling,
these women emerge strong
and decide to battle it out,”
said A Venkateshwarlu,
head project manager of
NGO Divya Disha.
But there has also been
an increasing trend of single women adopting children is an example of the inner strength of
these
women, who are ready to
cope with the everyday battles ahead.
“Over the past few years,
many young women in the
city are seeking to adopt.
These are educated, working women of today who are
not dependent on a man to
fulfill her maternal desires,” said Shyama Sundari of
Andhra Pradesh adoption
centre.

PILLAR TO POST

Thank you TOI
I would like to thank The Times of India for
publishing my grievance regarding delay in
receiving the original registration certificate (RC) from Varun Motors for my car
that I purchased from the Habsiguda
branch. I received the requisite documents
within hours of publishing of the mail in the
pillar to post column.
Chetan Sharma,
VIA EMAIL

Clear salary backlog
We are working for the Hyderabad Metropolitan Water Supply & Sewerage Board
(HMWS&SB) as contract employees. The
service has been outsourced by a manpower contractor and proprietor called Sherlock Security Services and Khakhani Consultancy. This is to inform that for the past
four months starting March 1, 2013, we are
not getting our salaries. When we question This road leading to Sai Sagar Enclave near RTC Colony in Trimulgherry needs repair
the contractor about this backlog, he says before monsoon gathers pace (Pic sent by our reader Karthik Krishnan)
that he is not getting any money from the
Water Board. We are facing a lot of probdrain water stagnation. This is causing a
lems due to this salary backlog. We request lot of difficulties to motorists as well as pethe authorities concerned to disburse our
We had applied for Aadhaar cards on June
destrians. The area lies on the cusp of Kusalaries immediately.
10, 2011, vide enrolment numbers 1027/
katpally and Alwal municipalities and
Naresh Kumar,
00132/07313 to 07315 at Tech Smart India
hence, does not find ownership from eiD. NO. 54/A, ARUNODAYA HOUSING SOCIETY,
Agency. But, we have received only one
ther. In spite of repeated reminders to the
NARSINGI, LANGAR HOUZ,
Aadhaar card (File no. 102700132/07314) so
civic authorities, no action has been taken
HYDERABAD
far. Despite repeated complaints and
to repair the road. According to them, the
phone calls, I did not got any response
land is a disputed one. I request the GHMC
from the UIDAI authorities. I request the
authorities
to
intervene
in
this
matter
and
Residents of Sai Sagar Enclave, an upauthorities concerned to look into this
take
appropriate
action.
This
issue
has
market locality, are suffering a lot due to
matter and send the rest of the Aadhaar
been unresolved for the last eight years.
the negligence of civic authorities. The
Karthik Krishnan, cards as soon as possible.
road that connects the locality to RTC ColoMukesh Umar Jain,
SAI SAGAR ENCLAVE, NEAR RTC COLONY,
ny is in a very bad condition thanks to inVIA EMAIL
TRIMULGHERRY
cessant rains. It is full of filth because of

Aadhaar delayed

GHMC, repair road!

Is there a problem in your locality?
Write to us or send us a photograph
CHICKEN & EGG

email: toi.hydgrv@gmail.com or Send your letters to: Readers’ Grievances, The
Times of India, Times House, 8-2-351, Road No. 3, Banjara Hills, Hyderabad 500 034. Fax: 23254300.
Readers must write their full name and complete address.

Chicken prices in the local markets
● (dressed) Rs 166 per kg ● (skinless) Rs 194 per kg

NECC egg rates in city
● Rs 342 per 100

stopper’s cell: 1090 ● Power:155333
HELPLINE ●● Crime
Water board: 155313 ● Traffic: 1073

